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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
8 July 2025


Board Members Present		Staff Present
Dave McNeal, Chair			Adam J. Fyall
Robert Emmingham, Vice Chair		
Michael LeCompte, Secretary
David Cannon
Frank Cooper
Kit McBurney
Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez


This was a split meeting, with the first half being called to order at 6:30pm at the usual Administration Building meeting location.  This was followed by a recess, and then a reconvention of the meeting at nearby Vista Park for a site visit.


Chair Report

Chair McNeal reminded the Board that they could submit short biographies for the County website, thanked Adam for ensuring that meeting minutes were updated to the website, and reminded the board of its adopted priorities.

Priorities adopted by the park board in 2024, include, developing a staffing plan, developing a finance/implementation strategy for that plan, revising the parks ordinance, developing a restroom policy, completing the Two Rivers boardwalk and the Hover Park parking improvement project.


Staff Report

Adam didn’t have much to add beyond the written staff report, other than providing an update on the Corrections work crew that had been working at Two Rivers Park, explaining that the County hopes to utilize them two days a month, including at Horse Heaven Vista in the next few weeks and at Horn Rapids Park ahead of an event in August.

Business

Proposed parking lot at Candy Mountain Preserve: Adam explained the project for a proposed parking lot on the north face of Candy Mountain. In lieu of paying a development impact fee, the developer of the Candy Mountain Estates neighborhood has opted to build the parking lot – on County property – at a roughly equal cost to the impact fee.

The roughly 30-stall parking lot would go in next to the West Richland water tower parcel and provide another point of access to Candy Mountain.

The design phase of the parking lot is moving along and would include stub-outs for electricity, water, and sewer for a possible restroom facility in the future. If ultimately approved, the parking lot would be in place before homes are built.

Member Cannon added that the parking lot would help increase usage of the trails on Candy Mountain with closer access to the West Richland population, and expressed that it would be a good project in which to include the Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance.

Member McBurney asked about the loss of shrub-steppe cover with the creation of the parking lot. According to Adam there would be some loss with the project as that location is relatively intact.

A motion for the Park Board to express its encouragement for developing the parking lot on the north face of Candy Mountain was introduced and passed unanimously.

Hover Park and Vista Park Master Plans: The Board discussed the idea of putting something of record together for Vista Park in the fall and of maybe working on a plan for Hover Park thereafter that expresses what the park should be and how to make it so.

Chair McNeal suggested that the plan for Vista should incorporate user groups and the neighborhood since the park is small and more conventional compared to other parks in the County system and that the plan could be straightforward and fairly easy to complete.

Member Emmingham elaborated on about how Vista Park is a bit of an anomaly compared to the other County parks, and Member McBurney expressed how “pride in parks” includes all our parks, even Vista.


Public Comment

George Hager: Reported that everything is going smoothly at the shooting range and that remaining non-green foliage continues to be trimmed or removed, requiring periodic shutdowns that don’t impact the public.

Joette Sheely: Went to Hover recently and reported seeing people doing wheelies on the new parking lot.

Terri Edwards: Expressed her thanks for the parking lot project at Hover and how much better the area now looks.

Gary Westergard: Reported that he recently used the new parking lot at Hover with his truck and horse trailer and that it worked well.

Adam added that the gates at the new Hover parking lot have not yet been closed and locked because access arrangements have not yet been completed with all necessary parties such as the railroad, irrigation district, first responders, and the Corps of Engineers.


Vista Park

After a short recess for travel the Park Board meeting reconvened at Vista Park where Adam explained that the lawn and irrigation system were redone in 2016 and that an architect hired for another project by the County would be be able assess the now 55-year-old cinderblock wall at the park as an add-on to their contract.

The Board then discussed options for Vista Park, including removing the juniper shrubs along the western boundary and renovation of the park welcome sign.

Chanda Karlberg, who lives in the neighborhood near the park and her sister Kalyn joined the Park Board to discuss their experiences with the park, including finding alcohol bottles and drug paraphernalia, and recent problems with the homeless population and fires being set.

It was generally agreed that the row of large juniper bushes in Vista Park should be removed and replaced with trees or ground cover.

The Karlbergs also expressed their interest in working with their neighbors and the Board on Vista Park improvements to ensure the park remains a safe and enjoyable neighborhood space.
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